
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

COOPERATION MAKES MICROREACTOR TECHNOLOGY 

ACCESSIBLE TO FINE-CHEMISTRY AND PHARMACY 
 

 

Enschede, The Netherlands, October 9, 2008 – The Dutch companies Micronit Microfluidics, 

FutureChemistry and Flowid today announced the start of a cooperation named Access2Flow. Together, the 

three companies will offer a new generation of microreactor systems that enable chemists to quickly perform 

fluid reactions on an industrial scale. 

 

Access2Flow will function as a so-called „one-stop shop‟ for the fine-chemical and pharmaceutical industry 

by allowing synthesis reactions to be carried out in a continuous-flow system. The glass microreactors of 

Access2Flow will enable chemists to produce fine-chemical and pharmaceutical compounds. Processes that 

have always been performed in small batches can now be turned into continuous processes. With this 

technology, the production of chemical compounds can be done faster, more efficiently and safer. 

Furthermore, the continuous flow reactors can easily be scaled to include reaction volumes of tens of 

millimetres and even more.  

 

Each of the three companies will bring their respective areas of expertise to the table. Micronit has years of 

experience in manufacturing glass microreactors. FutureChemistry has experience in testing, optimizing and 

implementing chemical processes in these microreactors. Furthermore, FutureChemistry develops and 

supplies automation equipment to control continuous flow reactors. Flowid has process technologists with 

the expertise to distribute microreactor systems on an industrial scale.  

 

Research Director of FutureChemistry Pieter Nieuwland explains: “Testing new chemical reactions is often 

done in a traditional way: step by step. With the technology of Access2Flow, these reactions have become 

full-continuous processes that we can optimize with our software and translate to much larger reactors. Such 

continuous-flow processes go better and faster than traditional batch methods. The products and expertise 

of the three companies in this cooperation go together perfectly. Chemists gain time from two sides: in 

testing new reactions as well as in scaling up to production volumes.” 

 

General Manager of Flowid Jeoffrey van den Berg adds to that: “In order to actually profit from the 

advantages offered by microreactor technology, some practical barriers need to be overcome. We see that 

many companies have not yet taken the step from batch to continuous flow production. Lack of experience 

can be one reason, but maybe alternative production methods have just not been considered by these 

companies. To simplify the step from batch to continuous flow, a cooperation of companies is now ready to 

support organisations to take this step.” 

 

Micha Mulder, CEO of Micronit, concludes: “At the moment we are talking to a couple of large chemistry 

groups that showed their willingness to do the investments needed to make their chemical processes more 

efficient, cheaper and safer. They are willing to take the step to continuous flow chemistry. Access2Flow can 

help these companies to take this step and to stay ahead of their competitors.” 
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Access2Flow is a cooperation of three Dutch companies Micronit Microfluidics, 

Flowid and FutureChemistry. Together, they offer a new generation of microreactor 

systems that enable chemists to quickly perform fluid reactions on an industrial 

scale.     www.access2flow.com.  

 

Micronit Microfluidics develops and manufactures lab-on-a-chip products of glass 

for the worldwide life science and chemistry industry. Micronit has expertise in 

microfluidics and in-house production facilities to develop and manufacture such 

chips. Micronit was founded in 1999 as a spin-off of the University of Twente and 

has 30 employees at the moment.    www.micronit.com 

 

Flowid helps the industry implementing microreactor technology, acting as a 

specialized intermediate between the industry, equipment suppliers and knowledge 

centres. Flowid has the brains, manpower and the required facilities to make the 

microreactor breakthrough happen. Flowid lowers entry barriers, making sure the 

advantages of this technology become available to a large number of 

organizations. Flowid is a spin-off of the Eindhoven University of Technology and 

associated with the laboratory of Chemical Reactor Engineering of Professor Jaap 

Schouten.    www.flowid.nl 

 

FutureChemistry develops, implements and sells microreactor hardware for 

optimizing and screening chemical reactions and processes. This equipment is an 

important laboratory tool for every chemist. FutureChemistry develops its products 

from the customer‟s perspective and has in-house expertise for that.    

www.futurechemistry.com 

  

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Micronit Microfluidics 

Ms Marije Pelle (Marketing) or Mr Micha Mulder (CEO) 

marketing@micronit.com 

+31 53 850 68 67 
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